


How to use Web 2.0 for 
professional development

Martin Hajek
@martinhajek_ELT

https://twitter.com/martinhajek_ELT


The problem with CPD (Ellman 2020)
● There is usually no follow-up

● No impact on teaching or learning

● Ignoring teachers’ experience and needs

Suggested solution: expert-guided learning +

self-driven development

Reference: Ellman, M. (2020). CPD is dead and here is why. Retrieved 2 May, 2021, from: 
https://www.cambridge.org/elt/blog/2020/01/22/matt-ellman-cpd-is-dead-and-here-is-why

https://www.cambridge.org/elt/blog/2020/01/22/matt-ellman-cpd-is-dead-and-here-is-why


Web 2.0
The emphasis is on ‘the importance of people’s 
interactions with the Internet’ (Strickland 2007)

● Wikipedia

● YouTube

● social media

● blogs

Reference: Strickland, J. (2007). How Web 2.0 Works. Retrieved 4 May, 2021, from: 
https://computer.howstuffworks.com/web-20.htm

https://computer.howstuffworks.com/web-20.htm


Reasons for using Twitter
1. It’s fun!

LINK

https://twitter.com/neil_mcm/status/1389960041931972608


Reasons for using Twitter
2. You’ll make new friends



Reasons for using Twitter
3. Free stuff!

LINK

https://twitter.com/skrashen/status/1346166993494282241


Reasons for using Twitter
4. Exposure to relevant knowledge

LINK

https://twitter.com/chiara_bruzzano/status/1385220105374666752


Connect with professionals on LinkedIn

LINK

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/peter-clements-59948084_writing-for-elt-magazines-activity-6795758153695920128-XFTp/


Join Facebook groups

LINK

https://www.facebook.com/groups/DELTA.DipTESOL.Candidates.Survivors


Reasons for reading blogs
1. It’s fun!

Source: Adaptive Learning in ELT

https://adaptivelearninginelt.wordpress.com/2020/07/17/bored-or-boring-instructional-grammar-videos-for-flipped-learning/


Reasons for reading blogs
2. Finding inspiration

Source: The TEFL Zone

https://teflzoneracheltsateri.wordpress.com/2020/11/09/more-google-jamboard-activities-for-students-teachers-and-teacher-trainers/


Reasons for reading blogs
3. Useful advice on teaching qualifications

Source: ELT Planning

https://eltplanning.com/2018/12/03/celta-pass-a/


Reasons for reading blogs
4. Insightful information on career opportunities 

Source: Teacher Training Unplugged

http://teachertrainingunplugged.com/so-you-want-to-be-a-celta-trainer-part-1-getting-to-the-starting-line/


Reasons for reading blogs
5. Saving money

Source: TEFL in Colombia

https://teflincolombia.com/2021/01/17/tips-for-passing-delta-module-one-without-taking-a-preparation-course/


Six blogs worth following
Adaptive Learning in ELT

ELT Planning

Evidence Informed ELT

Sam Shepherd

Sandy Millin

The TEFL Zone

More details in this blog post

https://adaptivelearninginelt.wordpress.com/
https://eltplanning.com/
https://evidenceinformedelt.net/
https://samuelshep.wordpress.com/
https://sandymillin.wordpress.com/
https://teflzoneracheltsateri.wordpress.com/
https://teflincolombia.com/2020/12/06/six-elt-blogs-worth-following/


Reasons for having a blog
1. Cool maps!



Reasons for having a blog
2. You’ll improve your writing

Image downloaded from: https://i.ytimg.com/vi/GAlRLwyEJIU/maxresdefault.jpg

https://i.ytimg.com/vi/GAlRLwyEJIU/maxresdefault.jpg


Reasons for having a blog
3. Reflecting on your teaching practice

Image downloaded from: https://www.operations.es/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Hamlet-lego.jpg

https://www.operations.es/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Hamlet-lego.jpg


Reasons for having a blog
4. Interaction with ELT professionals

LINK

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/mar-hajek_no-spanish-in-the-classroom-activity-6794969022866821120-j5k6


Reasons for having a blog
5. Learning new skills

● Photoshop

● SEO

● understanding social media algorithms 



Reasons for having a blog
6. Building up your professional portfolio

Image downloaded from: https://media.istockphoto.com/vectors/job-application-resume-cv-document-with-man-photo-and-pen-employment-vector-
id1079848874?k=6&m=1079848874&s=612x612&w=0&h=Mqk2dWbyF0zzTA5Uiea47A-n9PoQfufqC6pYN5LTdxo=

https://media.istockphoto.com/vectors/job-application-resume-cv-document-with-man-photo-and-pen-employment-vector-id1079848874?k=6&m=1079848874&s=612x612&w=0&h=Mqk2dWbyF0zzTA5Uiea47A-n9PoQfufqC6pYN5LTdxo=


How to get started
Register at WordPress.com 

- Free for blogs using the wordpress.com domain

- Paid options with more features

or

Write a guest blog post

Interested? Get in touch

https://teflincolombia.com/contact/


Summary
● Web 2.0 is fun

● Useful connections

● Access to a lot of knowledge

● You’ll learn new skills

● It may help your career prospects




